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Toward the end of hls long hfe Ebenezer Delano old hls farm in
bits. and pleces. ‘One - such piece: was a’ hous lot. to- Benjamin
.Bosworth,’ Aug.: 1794 ‘alot that lay on the north side of o' roadway,
surrounded by otherlots from. the old farm.. L.

Accordmg to the deed, -Benjamin Bosworth ‘was a house carpenter -
'so-he probably built his:own: house. It is’ a Z-Stogy frarned house with
the:same general-floor plan of the txmes. but bemg hls own builder -
Benjamm 'allowed hlmself a httle persona] desngn in hts own home. or
so-it'seems, . - ' : :

The kitchen.is in the center of: the rear of the housé with a~buttry on .
-one end and the usual small: bedroom on the other; and that was lrke

- most other houses. " Benjamm s - personal contnbutlon “to°-the ~

“architectural desngn was a short. addition, to the kitchen extending
beyond the rear wall, sort of likea minj ell;.with- the big old fireplace

- and brick oven in that ellpart of-the. kitchen rather than in the central .

: chlmney. very unusual. Mot ells are later addrtlons hut thls seems to."
‘bea private change" the tradltronal layout of. rooms. It puts th\e

biiilder apart: from the general run .of house carpentcrs, if one s

‘observations today are. true; '

There was no. road east-of the house in 1794 and the new house
faced south on a well- travelled: cartway that is now Surplus St. When . -

)

Benjamm Bosworth sold his house in 1823 the bounds of his lot*show,
that he had lost a rod to the” east to a new road that is fiow Washmgt
St k : J\ -~

‘hd Wiiliam hving on, Wnter St.. They
wete:. meréhants engaged in many - enterprlses--a wharf., shlps, 2
fcoast wise trade, and a store whlch they operated just to’ the ‘north of'
the: Bosworth lot. e - :
‘Later the house was altered to accommodate 2. families and stlll
later it was a boardmg house to take advantage’ of suthmer. v:sltors
None of- the alterauons "hanged the onglnal house much and when it
‘went agam mtd pri famil g: - Qwn rship, it, needed only a.,

Stoves. kerosene amps. a pu an out’ house were all there, .
falong w:th the old-1at ! bOr. boards. narrow' stairs-and. _big-
'fircplaces. Despite presentu day: utlht:es. Mercy Bosworth would"
.recognize her home with: no troublelat all.: Today Jessne A. Arold>

) hvcs in the house‘Benjamm Bosworth* house carpenter; bullt in 1794
Doroth Wentworth chlef researcher - :



